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GATHERING AND WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God,
The keeper of the covenant,
The source of steadfast love,
Our rock and our redeemer
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is
full of compassion.
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
Fountain of living water,
Pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you love.
Amen.
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of Jesus Christ, our sins are washed
away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of
God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the
Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen
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Gathering Hymn~~Lamb of God~~ELW #336
Your on-ly Son, no sin to hide.
But you have sent him from your side
To walk up-on this guilt-y sod
And to be-come the Lamb of God.
Refrain
O Lamb of God, Sweet Lamb of God,
I love the ho-ly Lamb of God.
Oh, wash me in your pre-cious blood,
My Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of God.
Your gift of love we cru-ci-fied.
We laughed and scorned him as he died.
The hum-ble King we named a fraud
And sac-ri-ficed the Lamb of God.
Refrain
I was so lost, I should have died,
But you have brought me to your side
To be led by your staff and rod
And to be called a lamb of God.
Refrain
Reprinted by permission of License 731965-A OneLicense.net
Text and music: Twila Paris
Text and music © 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music

CHILDREN’S SERMON
THE GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

2

KYRIE~~~~ELW #147
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers.
Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

READINGS

A reading from Jeremiah 31:31-34
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know
the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord;
for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Let us read Psalm 51:1-12
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
3
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Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are
justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgement.
5
Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.
3
4

You desire truth in the inward being;*therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right* spirit within me.
11
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing* spirit.
10

A reading from Hebrews 5:5-10
So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the
one who said to him,
‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’; as he says also in another place, ‘You are a
priest for ever, according to the order of Melchizedek.’
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and
tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his
reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he
suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all
who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

4

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Holy Gospel according John 12:20-33
Glory to you O Lord
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ 22Philip
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, ‘The
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much
fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for
eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.
Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.
27 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is
for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from
heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ 29The crowd standing there heard it and
said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ 30Jesus answered, ‘This voice
has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this
world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people* to
myself.’ 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
5

SERMON
Hymn of the Day~~Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land~~ELW #333

Refrain
Jesus is a rock in a weary land,
a weary land, a weary land;
My Jesus is a rock in a weary land,
a shelter in the time of storm.
No one can do like Jesus, not a mumbling word he said;
he went walking down to Lazarus’ grave, and he raised him from the dead.
Refrain
When Jesus was on earth, the flesh was very weak;
he took a towel and girded himself
and he washed his disciples feet.
Refrain
Yonder comes my Savior, him whom I love so well;
he has the palm of victory and the keys of death and hell.
Refrain
Reprinted by permission of License 731965-A OneLicense.net
African Spiritual

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Hear us O God ….
Your mercy is great.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERATORY HYMN

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Faithful God,
You walk beside us in desert places,
And meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.
Accompany us in this meal,
That we may pass over from death to life
With Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING~~ELW pg 152
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
. . . We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Hymn of Thanksgiving

WORDS OF INSITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen
8

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
God of steadfast love,
At this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit,
That our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
POST COMMUNION HYMN~~ Christ, The Life of All The Living~~ELW #339 v1 only
Christ, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ, the death of death, our foe
Christ, your-self for me once giv-ing to the dark-est depths of woe;
through your suf-f’ing, death, and mer-it life e-ter-nal I in-her-it
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear-est Je-sus, un-to you.
Reprinted by permission of License 731965-A OneLicense.net
Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg; tr. Catherine Winkworth
Public domain

BENEDICTION
May the Lord Bless you and keep you
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you
May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN~~God Be With You Till We Meet Again~~ELW #536
God be with you till we meet a-gain:
By good counsels guide, up-hold you.
With a shepherd’s care enfold you;
God be with you till we meet a-gain.

Till we me-et, till we me-et,
till we meet at Je-sus’ feet;
till we me-et, till we me--et,
God be with you till we meet again.
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God be with you till we meet a-gain;
Ho-ly wings se-cure-ly hide you,
Dai-ly man-na still pro-vide you;
God be with you till we meet a-gain.

Till we me-et, till we me-et,
till we meet at Je-sus’ feet;
till we me-et, till we me--et,
God be with you till we meet again.

God be with you till we meet a-gain;
When life’s pe-rils thick con-found you,
put un-fail-ing arms a-round you;
God be with you till we meet a-gain.

Till we me-et, till we me-et,
till we meet at Je-sus’ feet;
till we me-et, till we me--et,
God be with you till we meet again.
Reprinted by permission of License 731965-A OneLicense.net
Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin
Music: William G. Tomer
Public domain
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Text:

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Confirmation will meet March 23 at 5:30; please confirmation students get your
sermon notes into the pastor.

Holy Week Schedule

Palm Sunday~~March 28 at 10 am
Maundy Thursday~~April 1 at 7 pm in the church
Good Friday~~On-line service only
Easter~~April 4 at 10 am with Fellowship hour before church, 9-10 am.
Easter Egg Hunt:

THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God!

Printed with permission of One License #731965-A

Lectionary Readings for Next Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a
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Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 14:1—15:47

