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Welcome to Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

Pastor Don Short 

First Sunday in Lent 

February 21, 2021 

 

 

GATHERING AND WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God,  

The keeper of the covenant,  

The source of steadfast love, 

Our rock and our redeemer 

Amen.  

 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.  Let us return to the one who is 

full of compassion.  

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 

Fountain of living water,  

Pour out your mercy over us.   

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.   

Rebuild what we have ruined  

and mend what we have torn.   

Wash us in your cleansing flood.   

Make us alive in the Spirit  

to follow in the way of Jesus,  

as healers and restorers of the world you love.   

  

Amen.  

 

How vast is God’s grace!  Through the power and promise of Jesus Christ, our sins are washed 

away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.  Indeed, we are forgiven.  In the wake of 

God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the 

Spirit’s reconciling peace.  

Amen 
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Gathering Hymn~~A Mighty Fortress~~ELW #504 

   

A mighty fortress is our God, 

 a sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 

And wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe  

Has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might 

He arms himself to fight, 

On earth he has no equal. 

 

No strength of ours can match his might! 

We would be lost, rejected 

But now  a champion comes to fight,  

Whom God himself elected 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

God’s only Son, adored.  

He holds the field victorious. 

 

Though hordes of devils fill the land 

All threatening to devour us,  

We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

They cannot over pow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage; 

In battle we’ll engage! 

His might is doomed to fail; 

God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word sub-dues him. 

 

God’s word forever shall abide, 

No thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God him-self fights by our side 

With weapons of the Spirit.   

Were they to take our house, 

Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

Though life be wrenched away 

They cannot win the day. 

The kingdom’s ours forever! 

 
Reprinted by permission of License 731965-A OneLicense.net 

Text:  Martin Luther; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, Augsburg Fortress 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

THE GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.    

And also with you. 

KYRIE~~~~ELW #147 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 Lord have mercy 

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the 

wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin.  Renew us in the gift of 

baptism.  May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

READINGS 

A reading from Genesis 9:8-17 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 

you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 

domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 

establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 

flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ God said, ‘This is the sign of 

the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 

future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I 
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will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; 

and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the 

clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 

creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I 

have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’      

  The Word of the Lord.    

   Thanks be to God.    

 Let us read Psalm 25:1-10 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2 O my God, in you I trust;  do not let me be put to shame;  do not let my enemies exult 

over me. 

3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are wantonly 

treacherous.  

4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;  teach me your paths. 
5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

   for you I wait all day long.  

6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of 

old. 

7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love 

remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!  

8 Good and upright is the LORD;  therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9 He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 
10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

   for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

 A reading from 1 Peter 3:18-22 

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 

you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went 

and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 

waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 

people, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a 

removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 

angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.   

  The Word of the Lord.  

   Thanks be to God.    
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 1:9-15 

   Glory to you O Lord 

  

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 

apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling 

white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with 

Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be 

here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 6He did not 

know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud 

there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ 8Suddenly when they looked 

around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had 

seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

    This is the Gospel of our Lord.    

           Praise to you, O Christ.   

  

SERMON 
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Hymn of the Day~~There Is a Balm in Gilead~~ELW #614 

Refrain 

There is a balm in Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole; 

there is a balm in Gil-e-ad to heal the sin-sick soul. 

 

Some-times I feel dis-cour-aged and think my work’s in vain, 

but then the Holy Spirit re-vives my soul again. 

 

Refrain 

There is a balm in Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole; 

there is a balm in Gil-e-ad to heal the sin-sick soul. 

 

If you can-not preach like Pe-ter, if you can-not pray like Paul, 

you can tell the love of Je-sus and say, “He died for all.” 

 

Refrain 

There is a balm in Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole; 

there is a balm in Gil-e-ad to heal the sin-sick soul. 

 

Don’t ev-er be dis-cour-aged, for Je-sus is your friend; 

and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to lend. 

 

Refrain 

There is a balm in Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole; 

there is a balm in Gil-e-ad to heal the sin-sick soul. 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,        

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,      

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,       

 born of the virgin Mary,        

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,        

 was crucified, died, and was buried;        

 he descended to the dead.         

 On the third day he rose again;        

 he ascended into heaven,          

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,      

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Reprinted by permission of License 731965-A OneLicense.net 

African American Spiritual 

Public Domain 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,          

 the holy catholic church,         

 the communion of saints,         

 the forgiveness of sins,         

 the resurrection of the body,        

 and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Hear us O God …. 

Your mercy is great. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

      AAnndd  aallssoo  wwiitthh  yyoouu..  

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OOFFFFEERRAATTOORRYY  HHYYMMNN  

   

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Faithful God,  

You walk beside us in desert places, 

And meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.   

Accompany us in this meal,  

That we may pass over from death to life 

With Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING~~ELW pg 152 

The Lord be with you.                   

  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.               

  We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.            

  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

. . . We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Hymn of Thanksgiving 

 

WORDS OF INSITUTION  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, 

 who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

 as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of steadfast love, 

At this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world.  

Send us in the power of your Spirit, 

That our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.   

Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION HYMN~~ Christ, The Life of All The Living~~ELW #339 v1 only 

Christ, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ, the death of death, our foe 

Christ, your-self for me once giv-ing to the dark-est depths of woe; 

through your suf-f’ing, death, and mer-it  

 life e-ter-nal I in-her-it 

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due,  

 dear-est Je-sus, un-to you. 

 

BENEDICTION 

May the Lord Bless you and keep you 

May the Lord make his face to shine upon you 

May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

SENDING HYMN~~ Bless Now, O God, the Journey~~ELW #326  

Bless now, O God, the jour-ney 

   that all your peo-ple make, 

The path through noise and si-lence,  

   the way of give and take. 

The trail is found in des--ert  

   and winds the moun-tain ‘round, 

Then leads be-side still wa-ters,  

   the road where faith is found. 

 

Bless so-journ-ers and pil-grims 

   who share this wind-ing way; 

Your hope burns through the ter-rors, 

   your love sus-tains the day. 

We yearn for ho-ly free-dom  

   while of-ten we are bound; 

To-geth-er we are seek-ing  

   the road where faith is found. 



10 

 

Di-vine e-ter-nal lov-er,  

   you meet us on the road. 

We wait for lands of prom-ise 

  where milk and hon-ey flow, 

But wait-ing not for plac-es, 

  you meet us all a-round. 

Our cov-e-nant is writ-ten  

  on roads, as faith is found. 

 
Reprinted by permission of License 731965-A OneLicense.net 

Text Sylvia G. Dunstan 

Music:  Welsh Tune,  

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Confirmation will meet February 24 at 3:30 pm. 

Thank you to Linda for helping to train us in the use of the AED defibrillator this 

last Sunday.  We have a sign-up sheet for those who would like to attend a CPR 

course.  If you would like to attend, please call or email this week to the church 

and we can put you on the list.  Thank you.  

Because of our support of Adams County Pet Rescue, they would like to extend 

an invitation to visit their facility and show us around.  This will happen on 

March 6, time for this will be announced.  

All midweek Lenten message will be available online this year.  Please check the 

church webpage each Wednesday for the midweek message.  Thank you.   
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For Lent this year, we will be collecting personal care kits.  There has been a plea 

through the ELCA for these kits.  What is needed for these kits is:  

 

 

When we have gathered all our kits at the end, the Sunday School children will 

put them together and the adults will pack them in boxes and get them mailed.   

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news!   

Thanks be to God!  

 

Printed with permission of One License #731965-A 


